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PRESS RELEASE 
 

TO:  Editor in Charge 

CONTACT: Janet Scheffer / Michelle Jamieson, Mana Means Communications, (808) 521-1160 

DATE:  June 28, 2011 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

FIREWORKS SPARK EYE SAFETY CONCERNS 
This July 4

th
, Protect Your Eyes from Dangerous Fireworks 

   

(Honolulu, Hawaii), June 28, 2011 – July fourth conveys thoughts of backyard 

barbeques, going to the beach, and fireworks.  Don’t head to the beach without 

sunglasses to protect your eyes from the sun’s damaging rays, and take eye safety 

seriously when using fireworks.  During the month surrounding Independence Day 2010, 

there were an estimated 6,300 firework related injuries.  On average, 2,000 people are 

treated for firework related eye injuries during Fourth of July festivities with almost half 

of those being children.  The American Academy of Ophthalmology has designated July 

as Fireworks Eye Safety month, to inform the public of fireworks dangers. 

 

Sadly, nearly two-thirds of all accidents are suffered by young people under the age of 19 

and 10 percent of those injured suffer permanent eye damage.  It is important for parents 

to keep fireworks out of the hands of children, and make sure they stand well away when 

others are using fireworks. While seemingly innocent, small fireworks such as sparklers 

and bottle rockets can be the most dangerous.  “Children are fascinated by sparklers.  

Parents need to realize that they can burn as hot as 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit,” explains 

Dr. Christopher Tortora, M.D., of the Hawaiian Eye Center.  “Rockets and aerials can be 

unpredictable and can shoot off in the wrong direction, even injuring bystanders.  It is 

important to use protective eyewear when handling or standing near ignited sparklers or 

firecrackers.”   
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“Eyes are the second most commonly injured body part when it comes to fireworks.” said 

Dr. Christopher Tortora.  “It is important to take precautions to protect the eyes while 

participating in the use of fireworks.  Whether you are observing, or setting them off, 

there is the potential for serious injury to the eyes.” 

 

Recently, the city and county of Honolulu passed a law that bans the use of any fireworks 

other than firecrackers by the general public.  A current concern is that people who 

possess leftover and now illegal fireworks will be using them in unsupervised and 

dangerous ways. In order to use firecrackers legally, you are required to purchase a 

permit from the city.  If you decide to partake in an activity involving fireworks or 

firecrackers it is important to take every safety precaution available. Always use 

fireworks outdoors and be sure to have a bucket of water near by in case of emergencies. 

 

 If an injury does occur, do not rub or attempt to rinse out the eye.  It can cause further 

damage.  Don’t apply any medicine to the eye, just cover the eye without putting pressure 

on it, and seek immediate medical attention.  

 

Stay out of the emergency room this July 4
th

 by letting the trained professionals put on 

the show for you.  You will enjoy the fireworks much more knowing that your family is 

staying safe. 

 

Dr. Tortora, a board certified ophthalmologist, is host of “The Hawaiian Eye Show,” a weekly 

informational radio program about healthy vision. He and his colleagues at Hawaiian Eye Center 

are committed to educating the public about the importance of preventative eye care. To learn 

more about a variety of eye health issues, please call the Hawaiian Eye Center at 621-8488 where 

“life has never looked better.” 
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