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PRESS RELEASE 
TO:  Editor in Charge 

CONTACT: Janet Scheffer / Michelle Jamieson, Mana Means Communications, (808) 521-1160 

DATE:  June 28, 2010 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FIREWORKS, BEAUTIFUL BUT DANGEROUS 
Protect your Sight this 4

th
 of July and Enjoy Fireworks from Afar 

 

(Honolulu, Hawaii), June 28, 2010 – There is nothing better than enjoying a spectacular show of 

fireworks on the 4
th
 of July.  While enjoying all of the festivities during this time of celebration, 

everyone needs to keep in mind the dangers of fireworks.  In 2007, there were an estimated 9,800 

firework related injuries with 1,400 eye related injuries in the United States from June 22 to July 

22.  The American Academy of Ophthalmology has designated July to be Fireworks Eye Safety 

month in anticipation of the 4
th
 of July weekend, which is notorious for injuries to the eyes.   

 

In Hawaii, fireworks, sparklers, bottle rockets, Roman candles and even aerial fireworks are an 

accepted part of our celebrations due to the strong cultural traditions, especially among Hawaii’s 

Chinese American community. According to tradition, fireworks are set off to scare away evil 

spirits and bring good luck during New Year and other celebrations.   

 

Unfortunately there is no safe way to play with fireworks.  Even the professionals sustain 

occasional injuries due to the explosive and unpredictable nature of the fireworks.  “This year we 

want to focus on prevention of injury to the eyes,” shares Christopher Tortora, M.D., of the 

Hawaiian Eye Center in Wahiawa.  “We need to educate people on the dangers of these explosive 

devices so they can enjoy them safely.”   

 

Here are a few tips to keep in mind when handling fireworks, always follow the instructions on 

the package of the approved fireworks, always wear eye protection, never aim the fireworks at 

people, animals, or buildings, never ignite the fireworks indoors, light fireworks away from 

buildings, dry plants or flammable items, have a water bucket or hose ready in case of a fire or 

burn, check around the area for children and others before lighting fireworks.  Also, adults should 

always supervise children.  
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“Sparklers are generally thought to be “safe,” but can also be dangerous as they burn as hot as 

1,800 degrees, which is hot enough to melt gold,” explains Dr. Tortora.  “Standing too close and 

getting sparks in the eyes could also cause injury.”  Children need to be supervised at all times 

while handling any type of sparklers or firecrackers.  Additionally, it’s important to remember 

that protective eye wear should be worn at all times.   

 

The most spectacular and safest way to enjoy fireworks this 4
th
 of July is to watch the 

professional displays that will be going on around your community.  Why spend all that money 

on fireworks when you can watch a much grander display for free?  Let’s all have a safe and 

sparkling 4
th
 of July.     

 

Dr. Tortora, a board certified ophthalmologist, is host of “The Hawaiian Eye Show,” a weekly 

informational radio program about healthy vision. He and his colleagues at Hawaiian Eye Center 

are committed to educating the public about the importance of preventative eye care. To learn 

more about a variety of eye health issues, please call the Hawaiian Eye Center at 621-8488 where 

“life has never looked better.” 
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